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"My harassment came from one boy every day. Constantly. He was really into smacking my
bottom, among other things and always asking me to go to bed with him. There were tons of
other guys, too. My freshman year was the worst and my sophomore year wasn't much better
-there were two guys that were always bothering me the most at different times. I didn't want
to go to school and I held resentment towards those who did that to me. I always told them
to stop and even sometimes hit them. It seemed to turn them on more."
14 year old, African-American, Illinois

"One time we were in the computer lab, and this one particular guy came up behind me with
one of his friends and his friend pinned me to the wall (facing the wall) while he 'pretended'
to have anal sex with me. The teacher was maybe 10 yards away handing out discs to the
students while this was going on."
12 year old, white, Alaska

"Really, the worst thing was that my health teacher insinuates that my academic successes (I'm
a straight A student, active in student government, and well-liked among friends) are
expected because I'm so gorgeous. He comments on how I should 'wear shorts more often' and
'if you don't get along with your parents, you can move in with me, I'd love to spoil you.' He makes
it seem that my grades have nothing to do with my work. It makes me sad to think that I am
not given fair credit for my achievements."
16 year old, Bengali, California

"One day a guy in my class waited until all my friends had gone outside for recess and when
I came out of the bathroom he pinned me to the wall and told me he was going to f--- me. He
started to touch me but I could not get out of his hold. He was much too strong. Luckily, before
he could do anything one of my friends came around the corner and he ran."
14 year old, white, private school, Kentucky

"I had four boys sexually harassing me...1 felt like they thought I was a slut. I even thought
the whole bus thought I was a slut, because they would give me dirty looks and call me a slut.
I hated it! I told the harassers to stop, but they wouldn't. So, I wrote them a note saying it was
sexual harassment, and if they didn't stop I would report them. They started saying 'it isn't
sexual harassment, we didn't lay a hand on you. '"

14 year old, white, parochial school, Massachusetts

"Being harassed myself - I did not realize it at the time. I knew it was wrong and I know I felt
horrible. Me? I would be trapped under tables and bothered by at least 4 guys. They thought
it was all fun and games. It wasn't. These guys would grab my breasts and touch my butt. It
always happened in Industrial Arts."
15 year old, Mexican/American Indian, private school, California

"When I was harassed at school by a teacher it totally disgusted me. Plus I was so frightened
of the teacher I never wanted to be in his class. My grade fell in his class partly because I wasn't
trying anymore and partly because I wasn't being 'nice' to him anymore. I hated him."
15 year old, white, Iowa

"The class where I was harassed, I sat in the front row, not by choice. I often asked to be moved
- my teacher, who had been the harasser once said, 'But, why, you're such a nice ornament in the
front of the room.' I'll never forget how degraded I felt. The way I was treated really affected
my performance in that class (Chemistry) - I pulled straight A's in all of my classes except
Chern - I achieved a B."
15 vear old. Caucasian. Illinois
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"It was like fighting an invisible, invincible enemy alone. I didn't have a clue as to what to do
to stop it, so I experimented with different approaches. Ignoring it only made it worse. It
made it easier for them to do it, so they did it more. Laughing at the perpetrators during the
assaults didn't dent the problem at all, and soon my friends became tired of doing this. They
thought it was a game. Finally I wrote them threatening letters. This got me in trouble."
14 year old, white, parochial school, Massachusetts

"My experience with sexual harassment started four years ago, when I was twelve. There was
a guy in my art class who thought it was his privilege to grab my butt whenever he wanted.
Like a fool, I thought it was just 'flirting' or 'teasing,' but it still made me feel dirty and
violated. My problems didn't wear away over time, they only got worse No human should

be subject to such degradation."
15 year old, white, Texas

"I grow angry, sad and I had wanted to get back at him. Nevertheless, I was very speechless,
and very quiet for sometime. I felt like crying but I kept it inside and didn't say anything to

anyone."
12 year old, Chinese, New York

"The guys would want you to let them touch you allover. But I was one of the girls that would
not do that. Then one day they thought they would do it anyway. So I defended myself like
you should. I kind of hurt him. The teacher caught me hitting him. And I got in trouble for
hitting him. The teacher took him out of the room for his story and he lied and said he did
nothing. My teacher wouldn't believe my story. I was the one getting in trouble. The school
and the principal wouldn't listen to me."
13 year old, Mexican, parochial school, Kansas

"Whep I was first sexually harassed I remember that I liked the attention. For me, being
harassed made me feel like those guys were interested in me - it made me feel like they liked
my body and that I was sort of special to them (guys) even though they grabbed and touched
a number of other girls. So, I liked it at first, but as it continually went on, I really started
hating them grabbing my ass and telling me I had a nice, round ass like some other girl they
harassed in the 7th grade. Then I started dissing them and so they laid off for a while but then
it started up again because they would always tell me I was being mean and cold."

13 year old, Chinese, California

"First of all, let me say that being sexually harassed since 5th grade has gone beyond the
damage of affecting the way I feel Now, at age 15 and a sophomore in high school, I have
no pride, no self-confidence and still no way out of the hell I am put through in my school I have been depressingly desperate for something to make me feel like I actually am not a

slutty bitchy whore."
14 year old, Caucasian, private school, Alabama

"Being sexually harassed at school made me feel upset, angry and violated. I mean, I shouldn't
have to take this crap at school, should I? It's my right to go to school and not be harassed, isn't
it? I feel confused because I wonder if all guys think those things about me! I feel insecure
after this happens. I hate it. I shouldn't have to feel sexually intimidated by people who barely

know me."
15 1/ear old, white, Vermont
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"I told my friends and they made me feel like a total slut! They said 'You should tell him to stop.'
Don't they know I tried! I told my counselor and he told me to get used to it because I was more
mature than everyone else! PLEASE! It made me feel a little powerless, like it was out of my
hands."
13 year old, Bi-racial (black and white), Michigan

"I was in summer school on the last day, I was wearing a silk black tank top and jeans (very
baggy). Three guys cornered me and said, 'You know if we raped you right now we could get away
with it because you're dressed like a slut.' That alone made me feel so ashamed and embarrassed
because I thought I looked nice, to have someone say you look like a slut just crushes your
feelings. As if that weren't enough when I yelled out to my teacher she said, 'You know you
ask for it - you get what you deserve,' and she wouldn't help me. She always, in my opinion,
favored the guys. I talked to two other girls in the class and similar things happened to them,
and our teacher seemed to think it was our fault."
17 year old, Cuban/white, Maryland

"I have told teachers about this a number of times; each time nothing was done about it.
Teachers would act as if I had done something to cause it. Once I told a guidance counselor,
but was made to feel like a whore when she asked questions like 'Do you like it?' and 'They must
be doing it for a reason. What did you do to make them do it?' "

13 year old, white, Pennsylvania

"One thing I learned was how unfair the world can be. I took a photography class and the
majority of the class was boys I was in the darkroom developing pictures and they would
come in and corner me. They would touch me, put their hands on my thighs and slide their
hands up my skirt. They often tried to put my hand down their pants One day I was in the
room alone and one of the boys came in. When I went to leave he grabbed me and threw me
down and grabbed my breast. I felt I was helpless, but I punched him and he ran out. The
teacher (who was a man) came in and yelled at me. When I tried to explain why I had hit him
the teacher told me I deserved it because I wore short skirts. I was sent to the principal and
I had to serve detention. I didn't tell the principal because I feared he would do the same and
tell me it was my fault. I felt so alone."
15 year old, white, New Jersey

"When I was 13 years old and just starting junior high school (7th-9th), I started being sexually
harassed constantly by a group of guys on my bus. It was horrible, it lasted the whole year and
some of 8th grade without anything being done about it. They would grab my breasts, thighs
and other places, make rude comments and sexual gestures towards me. When I finally yelled
at them to stop, hit them or moved away, the bus driver would yell at me. I felt helpless,
because my parents worked and couldn't drive me to school. Finally, I got the courage to do
something about it, I told my principal what was happening. He was very skeptical about the
whole thing, and he didn't do too much about it. I wish I knew I was being harassed and had
done something more about it."
14 year old, white, Pennsylvania

"I think my problem is being scared. I'm scared they're going to do something worse if I tell."
12 year old, Mexican, Texas
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"There was this one particular day when the harassment was at an unusual high. I kept cool
until the end of class. At the end of class I ran into the bathroom and locked the stall door. I
started crying hysterically. One of my friends happened to see me and came in. She persuaded
me to come out and go to class and the office. The boy was suspended and switched from the
class. Although it was over and all I still felt withdrawn from that class. I think that if it would
have went on any longer I would have failed the class."
14 year old, black, Michigan

"One of the guys, came up and grabbed my butt. I had never been touched that way before and
it made me mad. I turned around, slapped the guy across the face and shouted in his ear,
'Don't you ever, EVER touch me there, or anywhere again.' I burst into tears and went to the one
teacher I felt most comfortable telling. It was still extremely embarrassing, but I told her and
when those guys came walking by, she took them aside and sent them to ISS (In School
Suspension). I never had a problem with them again."
15 year old, Caucasian, South Dakota

"I feel that school administration needs to view this as a serious problem. In my particular
case, I was receiving comments pertaining to sexual parts of my body, and being asked to
respond to sexually explicit jokes. This went on for over 6 months. I was fed up. After
reporting this three times to the school administration, I was told that these boys were 'flirting'
and had a 'crush' on me. I was disgusted with the actions of the administration. They told me
they would give the boys a strict warning. I saw them do it. I don't think asking someone to
stop harassing another person is a strict warning. The worse part of the whole thing is that
they gave them the same 'warning' on three different occasions. The harassing never stopped
and I was humiliated; I'm scared. If you can't feel comfortable at school, how can you get a
good education? Something has got to change."
14 year old, Caucasian, Illinois

"In my case there were 2 or 3 boys touching me, and trust me they were big boys. And I'd tell
them to stop but they wouldn't! This went on for about 6 months Finally I was in one of my
classes when all of them came back and backed me into a corner and started touching me all
over. So I went running out of the room and the teacher yelled at me and I had to stay in my
seat for the rest of the class. But after the class I told the principal, and him and the boys had
a little talk. And after the talk was up, the boys came out laughing cause they got no

punishment."
12 year old, Mexican-American, Michigan

"When my parents called the principal about two boys who were harassing me, he took it
seriously enough to call their parents, and the harassment from those particular boys stopped.
What makes me mad is that there were teachers who knew about the problem before my
parents called the principal, but didn't do anything to stop it. I think that if they had done
something earlier, the problem wouldn't have gotten as bad as it did."
15 year old, white, California
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available
talk. /"I think that school's.

to the victims and not
They should take action 15 year old, white, Arkansas

"I think that schools should educate
could be aware of what it is and how
am attending hasn't brought up ,-- -,

how can we report it if we don't really know
14 year old, Puerto Rican/Filipino, Florida

"I'd like to see the school and the.
this problem. Teachers are around when the .-
boys being boys, with little feeling to how it's making
17 1/ear old, white, Massachusetts

"I think schools should do more than just have school
a place to learn not to pick up bed mates. .
most of all- 'Tell someone!'"
14 year old, black, Illinois

~

"I think schools should make known the rules about sexual harassment.
in my school don't even know that saying sexual things is considered"- they only think it's being touched. So the schools should start explaining

14 year old, white, New York

"I think schools should hold a seminar at the beginning of the year and let it be known that
sexual harassment will not be tolerated."
13 year old, black, Georgia

~

"I wish someone would have just taken out the time to talk to me and let me know what was
happening was not my fault and it was sure as hell not mindless flirting. Maybe then my
freshman year would have been better."
14 year old, Hispanic, New Mexico

"I think sexual harassment should be stopped in schools because it shows no respect for each
other, male or female. I think they should enforce rules and make the harassers aware of what
they're doing is illegal."
13 year old, "mixed background," New York

"I think schools need to pay more attention to what's going on around them because girls like
me are just dying inside because no one will believe us."
14 year old, white, Florida
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