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 1/10 non-latino white children 
live in poverty, 1/3 black/latino 
children do 

 black/latino students score avg. 
20 test score points lower 

 65% grad. rate in high-poverty 
schools, 91% low-poverty 

 Age 3-children in poverty have 
smaller vocab/language skills 

Family income, parent 
education, neighborhood 
support, social capital, 

school conditions… 

Background on the Achievement Gap 





 Students score lower at end of 
summer than beginning 

 SLL assessed by academic 
achievement 

 Avg. 2 month loss in math 

 Avg. 2 month + loss reading for 
low-income students (middle 
gain) 

 66% teachers spend 3-4 weeks 
re-teaching, 24% spend more 

 SLL explains 2/3 of the high-
low SES 9th grade achievement 
gap 
 

 

What  we know about Summer Learning Loss 



How do we give everyone the same opportunity? 



 May promote positive youth 
outcomes 

  Improve intermediary outcomes, 
diet and exercise, and likelihood 
of graduating 

 Cheaper than extending the 
school year 

 25% students participate already 

 83% parents support spending 
public funds 

 67% low-income would enroll 
children in an SLP 

What Makes Summer Learning  
a Valuable Approach? 



 Smaller class size (<20 
students) 

 Differentiated instruction 

 Certified teachers 

 Curriculum that aligns with 
school year 

 Enrichment opportunities 

 Integration of academic and 
enrichment components 

 Involved parents 

 School district support 

 Professional development 

 Paid time for teachers and 
staff to plan/prepare 

Research Recommended Features for SLP 



Assessing Program and Youth Assessment Approach 

Adults Complete – SAYO T 
Youth Complete – SAYO Y 
Researcher Completes – APT, YPQA 
(Observation Tools)  



  
5. What were the teachers and 

staff members like at this 
summer  program? 

  

No Mostly No Mostly Yes Yes 

Was there an adult here who was 

interested in what you think about 

things?   

O O O O 

Was there an adult here you could 

talk to when you were upset?  
O O O O 

Was there an adult here who 

helped you when you had a 

problem?  

O O O O 

Was there an adult here who you 

listen to and respect?  

  

O O O O 

Sample SAYO Y Question 



Sample APT Domain Items 

H. Peer Relations Rating 

1. Peer interactions have a positive affective 
tone; youth appear to enjoy each other's 
company.  
 

1 2 3 4 

2. Youth listen to each other.  
 

1 2 3 4 

3. Youth cooperate with each other.  
 

1 2 3 4 

Field Notes: 



  
Performance in 
relation to grade 
level standards 

Poor 
(Significantly 
below grade 

level standards) 

Needs 
Improvemen

t 
(Somewhat 

below grade 
level 

standards) 

Satisfactor
y 

(At grade 
level 

standards) 

Very 
Good 

(Above 
grade 
level 

standard
s) 
  
  

  
Science 

  
O 

  
O 

  
O 

  
O 

  
English Language 
Arts 
  

        

a.   Reading  O O O O 

  
a.   Verbal 

Communication 

  
O 

  
O 

  
O 

  
O 

  
a. Written 

Communication  

  
O 

  
O 

  
O 

  
O 

Sample SAYO T Items 



Sample YPQA Domain 



://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mVKC4
esNBRg 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mVKC4esNBRg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mVKC4esNBRg




Students reported:  feeling more 

challenged, higher support from 

program site adults, and more 

impact from program experiences. 

Researchers observed: stronger 

organization and management of 

academic learning time, higher level 

of youth participation. 

Pre-Program Resources: Formal 

curriculum, targeted training and 

coaching on curriculum. 

Building Quality  
Program Practices 

Higher Performing Programs on Stand. Assessments 
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Findings on SLP Programs  

Among summer participants, “rising” second-
graders (n=49) were the only subgroup of youth, 
by grade, that showed an increase in average 
DIBELS ORF scores between both assessments. 
Results of analyses supported that second-
graders showed significantly less learning loss 
from June to September compared to peers. 
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For academic skills, teachers perceived that a larger percentage 
of youth summer participants showed gains in Math skills 
relative to ELA skills.  

Teachers perceived that the programs were equally 
effective for all types of students, irrespective of 
gender, race, grade 
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What Teachers have to say….. 

I’m more calm in the classroom. I’m 
taking that relaxed…feeling that I had 
[over the summer], and keeping my 
mouth closed when kids start to say 
something, and even I noticed 
today…instead of just standing up there 
talking away, I made myself ask more 
questions and letting the kids have more 
answers. 
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What Teachers have to say….. 

  

My experience has been 
great…it’s…rejuvenated me. 
Its blown new life into me … 
… it’s what I have personally 
missed since I 
graduated…and it forces me 
to be the best person I can 
be every day. 
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What Teachers have to say….. 

Results from teacher survey…  
88% report that they feel more connected 

through participation in SLP.  
86% report a better understanding of 

students social-emotional needs and how 
to address these needs.   

93% report they feel they are better 
teachers now due to their experience with 
SLP.  



Summer learning loss persists but can vary by site. 
 

Some SLP sites show promising patterns of improvement in 
standardized pre/post assessments. 

 
Evidence that the effect of program site on pre/post results 
was stronger than the effects of demographic factors such as 
race, gender, and program attendance explaining about 30% 
of the difference between sites. 

 
Best practices can be identified and shared across SLP 

sites. 
 

 


