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Country Issue Committee on the Rights of the Child | Committee on the Rights of Women (CEDAW)
(CRC)
Bangladesh Legislative 13. The Committee recommends that the

CRC/C/15/Add.221(2003)

U.N. Doc. A/59/38 (SUPP)
paras. 228-267 (2004)

Developments

State party take all effective measures to
harmonize its domestic legislation fully
with the provisions and principles of the
Convention, in particular with regard to
existing minimum ages
of...marriage...and harmful traditional
practices affecting children.

Sex-disaggregated Data

Definition of Child &
Equality in Marriage

26. The Committee is concerned about the
various legal minimum ages, which are
inconsistent, discriminatory and/or too
low. The Committee is also deeply
concerned at the fact that the Majority Act
1875, setting the age of majority at 18
years, has no effect “on the capacity of
any person in relation to marriage, dowry,
divorce and adoption or on the religion
and religious customs of any citizen”
(CRC/C/65/Add.22, para 45).

27. The Committee strongly recommends
that the State party;

(c) Ensure that domestic legislation on
minimum ages is respected and
implemented throughout the country.

257. The Committee expresses concern that
although in Bangladesh the minimum age of
marriage for girls is 18 years, child marriage
continues to be practiced widely.

258. The Committee urges the State party to enact
into law the proposed Child Marriage Restraint
Act, 2002 and ensure its enforcement, in order to
eliminate child marriage.

248. The Committee urges the State party to adopt
without delay a uniform Family Code that fully
complies with the provisions of the Convention
and general recommendation 21 on equality in
marriage and family relations, as a way to
protect the rights of all Bangladeshi women in
matters related to marriage, divorce, custody,
alimony and property inheritance. It recommends
that the State party step up its efforts to provide
awareness-raising and training, including on the
importance of a uniform Family Code and the
State party's obligations under the Convention, to
community leaders.

Education

63. The Committee welcomes the
progress made by the State party in the
field of education, notably with regard to
increases in primary and secondary
enrolments, the reduction in gender

233. The Committee commends the State party
for the achievement of gender parity in school
enrollment at the primary and secondary
levels, and has succeeded in decreasing girls*
dropout rates. The Committee also appreciates




disparities in enrolment and improvement
in the literacy rates. The Committee also
notes with great appreciation the abolition
of tuition fees for primary schools and the
establishment of a Tk 500 million stipend
programme, of the ‘food for education’
programme, and the pilot project on early
childhood education. However, the
Committee is concerned that challenges
remain in the above-mentioned areas, that
free compulsory education ends after
grade 5, that the school dropout rate is
high and that gender-based discrimination
persists within schools. Other concerns
include reports of abuse and sexual
molestation, especially of girls,
inaccessibility to schools, inadequate
sanitation and the misuse of allocated
resources.

64. The Committee notes with
appreciation the efforts made by the State
party to monitor the quality of education
in the madrasas. However, it is concerned
about the narrow content of the education
provided within these schools.

65. The Committee recommends that the
State party:

(a) Take effective measures to raise the
maximum age of compulsory education,
and to increase enrolment rates through,
inter alia, raising awareness of the
importance of education and taking
measures to improve the provision and
quality of education;

(b) Continue to address gender-based
discrimination and other difficulties
encountered by girls within the education
system and school environment;

(c) Monitor and evaluate existing

the successful efforts to increase girls' and
women's literacy rates.




programmes on early childhood education
and development, and extend services,
especially parenting education and
education for caregivers to all regions;

(d) Provide appropriate sanitation
facilities, especially for females, in all
schools;

(e) Provide appropriate training for
teachers in order to create a more child-
friendly school environment;

() Encourage the participation of children
at all levels of school life;

(9) Seek assistance from UNICEF,
UNESCO, and relevant NGOs.

66. The Committee also recommends that
the State party continue and strengthen its
efforts to streamline the education given
in the madrasas to ensure more
compatibility with formal public
education.

Discrimination &
Gender Stereotypes

28. The Committee welcomes the
measures undertaken by the State party to
enhance the situation of girls, especially
in relation to education. It remains
deeply concerned about persistent
discriminatory attitudes towards girls,
which are deeply rooted in traditional
stereotypes and limit access to
resources and services. The Committee
is also concerned about discrimination
against... child victims of sexual abuse
and exploitation.

29. The Committee recommends that the
State party take adequate measures to
ensure implementation of the principle of
non-discrimination in full compliance
with article 2 of the Convention, and

237. The Committee expresses concern that,
while the Constitution guarantees equal rights to
men and women, the definition of discrimination
in the State party's legislation is not in line with
the Convention.

238. The Committee requests that the definition
of discrimination against women be brought into
conformity with article 1 of the Convention, and
in particular that the State party's responsibility to
eliminate all forms of discrimination against
women be extended to discrimination perpetrated
by private actors.

246. The Committee urges the State party to
undertake measures to design and implement
comprehensive awareness-raising programmes
to change stereotypical attitudes and norms




strengthen its proactive and
comprehensive efforts to eliminate
discrimination on any grounds and against
all vulnerable groups. The Committee
also recommends that the State party
undertake an education campaign for boys
and men on gender issues and sex
discrimination.

about the roles and responsibilities of women
and men in the family and society and take
measures to eliminate polygamy. It also calls
upon the State party to periodically review the
measures taken and assess their impact in order to
identify shortcomings and make necessary
changes to improve them.

247. The Committee is concerned about the
unequal status of Bangladeshi women within the
family, particularly in matters related to
marriage, divorce, custody, alimony and
property inheritance. The Committee expresses
concern that personal laws, derived from religious
precepts which are discriminatory to women,
continue to prevail in the country and that no
uniform Family Code is in place.

Domestic &
Institutional Violence

49. The Committee is concerned at the
high incidence of abuse, including sexual
abuse, within the State party, and at the
lack of effective measures to combat this
phenomenon. The Committee is
particularly concerned that existing
legislation, notably the Suppression of
Violence against Women and Children
Act 2000, is rarely implemented and that
the prosecution of abuse against women is
rare even in very serious cases because of
societal attitudes. The Committee is
further concerned that the current
legislation protects children from abuse
only up to the age of 14 years. In addition,
the Committee is concerned that child
victims of abuse and/or exploitation are
placed in ‘safe custody’, which may result
in depriving them of their liberty for as
long as 10 years.

241. The Committee expresses concern that,
despite the adoption of the Prevention of Women
and Children Repression Act, 2000, the Acid
Control Act, 2002, and the Acid Crime Control
Act, 2002, violence against women, including
domestic violence, rape, acid throwing, dowry-
related violence, fatwa-instigated violence, and
sexual harassment in the workplace, continues
to exist. The Committee is also concerned that
women who are threatened by or subjected to
such violence are placed in "safe custody" in
shelter homes without their consent

242. The Committee urges the State party to
accord priority attention to the adoption of a
comprehensive approach to address violence
against women and girls, taking into account its
general recommendation 19 on violence
against women. The Committee calls on the State
party to ensure the effective implementation of
the existing legislation to combat all forms of




50. The Committee recommends that the
State party:

(a) Continue and strengthen its efforts to
address the issue of child abuse, including
through ensuring there is public
awareness of the relevant legislation;

(b) Assess the scope, nature and causes of
child abuse, particularly sexual abuse,
with a view to adopting a comprehensive
strategy and effective measures and
policies and to changing attitudes;

(c) Provide adequate protection and
assistance to child victims of abuse in
their homes, whenever possible, and take
appropriate measures to prevent the
stigmatization of victims;

(d) Ensure that all children below the age
of 18 years are specifically protected
under domestic legislation against abuse
and exploitation;

(e) Ensure that the placement of children
victims of abuse and exploitation in
institutions for reasons of protection and
treatment is used only as a measure of last
resort and for the shortest possible period
of time;

(f) Take into consideration the
recommendations of the Committee
adopted at its days of general discussion
on the issue of “Violence against
Children” (CRC/C/100, para 688 and
CRC/C/111, paras 701-745).

violence against women and to adopt specific
legislation on domestic violence within a clear
time frame, in order to ensure that women and
girls who are victims of violence and sexual
harassment have access to protection and
effective redress, and perpetrators of such acts are
effectively prosecuted and punished. The
Committee also recommends gender-sensitive
training on violence against women for public
officials, particularly law enforcement
personnel, the judiciary and health services
providers. It further encourages the State
party to take effective measures to protect
women against fatwa-instigated violence. It
calls on the State party to establish shelters where
women who are threatened by or subjected to
violence can be accommodated on a voluntary
basis. The Committee also calls on the State party
to take measures towards changing social, cultural
and traditional attitudes that remain permissive of
violence against women.

Sexual Exploitation &
Trafficking / Sexual &
Reproductive Health

71. While welcoming the National Plan of
Action against sexual abuse and
exploitation, the Committee is deeply
concerned at the prevalence of sexual
exploitation of children and the social
stigmatization of the victims of such

243. While welcoming the ratification of the
South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) Convention on Preventing
and Combating Trafficking in Women and
Children for Prostitution in July 2002, the
Committee remains concerned about the




exploitation, as well as at the lack of
social and psychological recovery
programmes and the very limited
possibilities for victims to be reintegrated
into society. The Committee is also
concerned about the widespread practice
of forcing children into prostitution.

72. The Committee recommends that the
State party:

(a) Fully and effectively implement the
National Plan of Action against sexual
abuse and exploitation, in order to ensure
appropriate policies, laws and
programmes for the prevention,
protection, recovery and reintegration of
child victims, in line with the Declaration
and Agenda for Action and the Global
Commitment adopted at the 1996 and
2001 World Congress against Commercial
Sexual Exploitation of Children;

(b) Ensure that victims of sexual
exploitation are never considered as
offenders, but rather benefit from
programmes for their recovery and
reintegration;

(c) Investigate, prosecute and sentence
perpetrators of sexual offences against
children;

(d) Develop and monitor a code of
conduct for law enforcement officials;
(e) Seek assistance from, among others,
UNICEF.

73. The Committee is deeply concerned at
the high incidence of trafficking in
children for purposes of prostitution,
domestic service and to serve as camel
jockeys and at the lack of long-term,

continuing prevalence of trafficking in women
and girls in the country. It is also concerned
that, despite the fact that many persons have been
accused or are on trial for trafficking-related
crimes, only a few have been convicted.

244. The Committee recommends the formulation
of a comprehensive strategy to combat trafficking
in women and girls that should include the
prosecution and punishment of offenders. The
Committee also encourages the State party to
pursue increased international, regional and
bilateral cooperation with other countries of
origin, transit and destination for trafficked
women and girls. It recommends the stepping
up of measures aimed at improving the
economic situation of women so as to eliminate
their vulnerability to traffickers, the
introduction of education and employment
initiatives for vulnerable groups, including
teenage girls, and provide support,
rehabilitation and reintegration measures for
women and girls who have been victims of
trafficking. It calls on the State party to ensure
that trafficked women have the support they need
to enable them to provide testimony against
traffickers. It urges the training of border police
and law enforcement officials in order to provide
them with the requisite skills to recognize and
provide support for victims of trafficking. The
Committee further urges the State party to include
in its next report comprehensive information and
data on the issue and on the impact of measures
taken.




concentrated efforts on the part of the
State party to combat this phenomenon.

74. The Committee recommends that the
State party;

(a) Undertake all necessary efforts to
prevent and combat domestic and cross-
border child trafficking, including through
international cooperation;

(b) Take all necessary measures for the
recovery and reintegration of children
victims of trafficking;

(c) Investigate, prosecute and sentence
perpetrators of trafficking, including
through international cooperation;

(d) Seek assistance from, among others,
UNICEF and the IMO.

Discriminatory
Customary Practices &
Gendered Violence

61. The Committee is deeply concerned at
the existence of harmful traditional
practices, such as child marriages and
dowry-related violence, which are
widespread and pose very serious threats,
in particular to the girl child.

62. The Committee recommends that the
State party continue and intensify its
efforts to eradicate harmful traditional
practice, by strengthening awareness-
raising programmes and enforcement of
the law.

245. The Committee expresses concern that
traditional and cultural discriminatory practices,
including polygamy, and strong stereotypical
attitudes persist with respect to the roles and
responsibilities of women in the family and
society, negatively affecting women's enjoyment
of their rights and impeding the full
implementation of the Convention.

Bhutan
CRC/C/15/Add.157 (2001)

U.N. Doc. A/59/38, paras.
94-132 (2004)

Legislative
Developments

12. While noting various legislative
measures already taken or proposed with
respect to child rights (e.g. amendments to
the 1980 Marriage Act, the 1993 Rape
Act, the draft Juvenile Justice Act, draft
Civil and Criminal Codes, and the draft
Immoral Trafficking Act), the Committee

104. The Committee recommends that the State
party strengthen the existing national machinery,
clarify its mandate and provide it with adequate
decision-making power and human and financial
resources to work effectively for the promotion of
women's human rights at all levels, and enhance
coordination among the existing mechanisms for




is concerned that they do not reflect a
comprehensive rights-based approach to
the implementation of the Convention.

13. The Committee recommends that the
State party:

(a) Ensure the speedy promulgation of
legislation relating to child rights;

(b) Undertake a comprehensive review of
existing legislation, from a rights-based
approach, to ensure its conformity with
the principles and provisions of the
Convention; and

(c) Consider adopting a comprehensive
children's code which would incorporate
the principles and provisions of the
Convention.

the advancement of women and the promotion of
gender equality, including the Planning
Commission and the National Statistical Bureau.
It also urges the State party to ensure that the
National Commission for Women and Children
becomes fully functional and is guided in its work
by the provisions of the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women and the Convention on the Rights
of the Child to ensure full promotion and
protection of the rights of women and girls.

105. The Committee expresses concern that
policies and programmes are mostly gender
neutral and that they were formulated without
attention to gender perspectives and to
discrimination and inequality faced by women
and girls.

106. The Committee urges the State party to
mainstream gender perspectives when
formulating and implementing policies and
programmes, as well as in monitoring and
assessing progress achieved. It also urges the
State party to implement policies and
programmes specifically addressed to women
and girls, including the next five-year plan for
women, 2006-2010, in order to accelerate the
achievement of substantive equality. It urges the
State party to apply temporary special measures
according to article 4, paragraph 1, of the
Convention and general recommendation 25, inter
alia, in the education, employment and
professional fields, in order to accelerate the
progress in achieving gender equality.

Sex-disaggregated Data

Definition of Child &
Equality in Marriage

26. The Committee notes that the 1996
amendment to the Marriage Act of 1980

125. The Committee is concerned about the
practice of common-law marriages, which allows




raised the age of marriage of girls to 18. It
further notes information from the
delegation that courts generally interpret
the law to include persons under 18 as
children for all purposes.

27. The Committee recommends that the
State party review its legislation with a
view to ensuring that the definition of the
child and minimum age requirements
conform to the principles and provisions
of the Convention, are gender neutral, are
explicit and are enforced by law.

girls to be married at 15 years of age, while the
statutory age of marriage is 18. It is also
concerned about the fact that restrictive
citizenship laws might prevent women from
freely choosing a spouse.

Education

48. Noting significant achievements in
education indicators, the Committee is
concerned that primary education is not
compulsory; that there is still a
significant gap in enrolment; and that
there are deficiencies in access to
education and the quality of teacher
training.

49. The Committee recommends that the
State party:

(a) Ensure that primary education is free
and made compulsory

(b) Make greater efforts to close the
gender gap; and

(c) Allocate the required resources to
address access to education and the
quality of teacher training.

113. While welcoming the significant progress
achieved in the increase in the enrolment rate in
primary education, where girls now constitute 45
per cent of the enrolled students, the Committee
is concerned about the low participation of girls
and women in secondary and tertiary education,
including in technology- and science-related
courses.

Discrimination &
Gender Stereotypes

115. While acknowledging that several traditional
perceptions and practices in Bhutan favour
women, including with regard to inheritance, the
Committee remains concerned that some
traditions and stereotyped views in the country
may be discriminatory of women and girls, and
perpetuate sex-specific roles and responsibilities




in some spheres of life. The Committee expresses
concern at the continuing existence of polygamy
in Bhutan.

118. The Committee urges the State party to
ensure that the rights, needs and concerns of rural
women are given greater attention and visibility,
and that rural women participate fully in the
formulation and implementation of all sectoral
policies and programmes. It also recommends that
the State party ensure that rural women and girls
have full access to education and vocational
training in the areas where they live.

Domestic &
Institutional Violence

40. Noting the respect for children in
Bhutan, the Committee is concerned that
there is insufficient information and
awareness of the ill-treatment of children
in schools and within the family.

41. The Committee recommends that the
State party:

(&) Conduct a study to assess the nature
and extent of ill-treatment of children, and
design policies and programmes to
address it;

(b) Take legislative measures to prohibit
all forms of physical and mental violence,
including corporal punishment and sexual
abuse of children in the family, schools,
and in institutions;

121. The Committee is concerned that no specific
legislation has been enacted to combat domestic
violence and sexual harassment in the workplace,
and that there is a lack of systematic data
collection on violence against women, in
particular domestic violence.

122. The Committee urges the State party to
ensure the full implementation of all legal and
other measures relating to the elimination of
violence against women, to systematically
monitor the impact of those measures and to
provide women victims of violence with
accessible and effective means of protection,
redress and recovery. In the light of its general
recommendation 19, the Committee requests the
State party to enact legislation on domestic
violence and sexual harassment as soon as
possible. The Committee also urges the State
party to accelerate the adoption of the draft
Bhutan Penal Code, which recognizes marital
rape as a crime; to devise a structure for
systematic data collection on violence against
women, including domestic violence,




disaggregated by sex; and to step up its efforts to
provide comprehensive training to the judiciary,
police, medical personnel and other relevant
groups on all forms of violence against women.

Sexual Exploitation &
Trafficking / Sexual &
Reproductive Health

60. Noting the 1993 Rape Act and the
draft Immoral Trafficking Act, the
Committee is concerned at the insufficient
data on and awareness of the phenomenon
of sexual exploitation of children in
Bhutan.

61. The Committee recommends that the
State party;

(a) Undertake a national study on the
nature n detent of sexual exploitation of
children (i.e. sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography), and
compile and keep up to date disaggregated
data to serve as a basis for designing
measures and evaluating progress in this
area;

(b) Review its legislation and ensure that
it criminalizes the sexual exploitation of
children, is gender neutral and penalizes
all offenders involved, whether local or
foreign, while ensuring that the child
victims are not penalized,;

(c) Ensure that legal procedures are
simplified so that responses are
appropriate, timely, and sensitive to
victims;

(d) Establish rehabilitation and social
reintegration programmes for child
victims;

(e) Train personnel working with child
victims; and

(F) Carry out awareness-raising campaigns
to sensitize and mobilize the general
public on the child’s right to physical and

123. The Committee, while appreciating the State
party's ratification in 2003 of the SAARC
Convention on Preventing and Combating
Trafficking in Women and Children for
Prostitution, is concerned that no information has
been provided in the report on the extent of
trafficking in women and girls, or on measures
taken to prevent and combat that phenomenon in
the country.




mental integrity and safety from sexual
exploitation.

Discriminatory
Customary Practices &
Gendered Violence

Cambodia
U.N. Doc.
CRC/C/15/Add.128 (2000)

CEDAW/C/KHM/CO/3
(2006)

Legislative
Developments

Sex-disaggregated Data

15. The Committee welcomes the
measures taken by the State party in the
area of data collection, such as the
Education Management Information
System and the Health Information
System. Nevertheless, concern is
expressed at the lack of a systematic,
comprehensive and disaggregated
quantitative and qualitative data collection
mechanism for all areas covered by the
Convention, including child abuse and ill-
treatment, ... girls, ... and child victims
of sale, trafficking and prostitution.

Definition of Child &
Equality in Marriage

23. The Committee is concerned at the
lack of a clear legal definition of the child
in the State party's legislation. In
particular, concern is expressed at the
lack of minimum legal ages of sexual
consent and of criminal responsibility.

24. In light of the principles and
provisions of the Convention, the
Committee recommends that the State
party include in its legislation a definition
of the child. The Committee further
recommends that the State party take into
consideration, in the process of drafting
its new legislation, the incorporation of

34. The Committee urges the State party to widely
disseminate information about the Marriage and
Family Law and to address the cultural and
traditional factors that perpetuate discrimination
against women. The Committee urges the State
party to raise the minimum age of marriage for
women and men to 18 years, in line with article
16 of the Convention, the Committee’s general
recommendation 21 and the Convention on the
Rights of the Child.




minimum ages of criminal responsibility
and sexual consent. Furthermore, the
Committee recommends that the State
party enforce the law on minimum age for
marriage.

Education

54. While welcoming the current efforts
being carried out by the State party, in
cooperation with international agencies, to
improve its educational system, the
Committee expresses its concern at the
fact that primary education is not
compulsory; that although enrolment rates
in primary school are relatively high,
equal access to quality education is not
ensured owing to a lack of schools in rural
and remote areas; that there are gender
disparities in school attendance; that
there are high repetition and drop-out
rates; and that a majority of children
belonging to minority groups do not have
access to any form of education.

55. The Committee recommends that the
State party continue to undertake effective
measures to make primary education free
and compulsory for all children; to
increase the enrolment rates and decrease
drop-out and repetition rates; to increase
access to schools, in particular for poor
children, girls, children belonging to
minority groups and children living in
remote areas. The Committee further
recommends that the State party continue
to take measures to improve its education
system by increasing budget allocations
for the education sector; providing
training to upgrade teachers' skills;
making the school curricula more relevant

25. The Committee notes with concern the high
illiteracy rates among women, in particular
those from rural areas, ethnic minority groups or
who are disabled, the large disparity in school
enrolment rates for males and females and the
high drop-out rates of girls. The Committee is
concerned about the related long-term
implications for women’s health, their
decision-making capabilities and the
development of their marketable skills. The
Committee is further concerned at the
persistence of gender-based segregation in
educational fields and its consequences for
women’s professional opportunities. The
Committee is also concerned about persistent
stereotypes found in school curricula and
textbooks.

26. The Committee urges the State party to place
high priority on the reduction of the illiteracy rate
of women, in particular those who are from rural
areas, belong to ethnic minority groups or who are
disabled. It also urges the State party to
immediately take all appropriate measures,
including temporary special measures, in
accordance with article 4, paragraph 1, of the
Convention and the Committee’s general
recommendation 25, to eliminate the disparity in
school enrolment rates and to achieve universal
primary education for girls in accordance with
article 10 of the Convention, the strategic
objectives and actions of the Beijing Declaration
and Platform for Action and Millennium




to children's needs; expanding
opportunities for vocational training and
non-formal education, including at pre-
school and secondary levels; and
establishing an evaluation system to
measure the effectiveness of the education
system.

Development Goals 2 and 3. It urges the State
party to address effectively the obstacles that
prevent girls from continuing their education,
such as early and forced marriages. It also
recommends the active encouragement of
diversification of educational and professional
choices for women. It requests the State party to
revise educational curricula and textbooks to
eliminate gender stereotypes.

Discrimination &
Gender Stereotypes

27. With regard to article 2 of the
Convention, the Committee expresses its
concern at the existing patterns of
discrimination on the grounds of gender,
ethnic origin, HIVV/AIDS status and
disability. In particular, concern is
expressed that the State party's
Constitution refers only to the rights of
Khmer citizens.

28. The Committee recommends that the
State party ensure that all the rights
enshrined in the Convention are enjoyed
by all children, without any distinction.
The Committee further recommends
that the State party take effective
measures to eliminate discrimination
against girls, in particular with regard
to their access to education.

Domestic &
Institutional Violence

Sexual Exploitation &
Trafficking / Sexual &
Reproductive Health

63. While welcoming the enactment of
special legislation to combat sexual
exploitation and the adoption of a five-
year Plan of Action against Sexual
Exploitation of Children (2000-2004) and
other related measures in this area, the
Committee expresses its concern at the

19. While taking note of the various measures
implemented to combat trafficking, including the
revision of legislation and the adoption of
subregional cross-border agreements, the
Committee expresses concern about the lack of
enforcement of legislation, the impunity of
traffickers and the absence of accurate data on




widespread phenomena of child
prostitution and the sale and trafficking of
children; the inadequate enforcement of
the new legislation on these issues; and
the shortage of trained people and
institutions to provide rehabilitation to the
victims.

trafficking. The Committee is concerned about the
stigmatization of victims of trafficking and the
insufficient measures for their rehabilitation and
reintegration into the community. It is further
concerned that women and girls who have been
trafficked may be punished for violation of
migration laws and are thus revictimized. The
Committee also notes with concern the high
prevalence of sexual exploitation of women and
girls and their vulnerability to becoming infected
with sexually transmitted diseases and
HIV/AIDS.

20. The Committee urges the State party to
intensify its efforts to combat the trafficking and
sexual exploitation of women and girls by
addressing their root causes and to undertake
comprehensive prevention measures, including
gender-sensitive poverty reduction strategies,
awareness-raising campaigns and provision of
alternative means of livelihood. It urges the State
party to ensure that those who traffic and sexually
exploit women and girls are prosecuted and
punished within the full extent of the law. It
requests that victims of trafficking not be
prosecuted for illegal migration. The Committee
urges the State party to implement rehabilitation
and reintegration measures for girls and women
who are victims of trafficking and sexual
exploitation. It recommends that the State party
further strengthen bilateral, subregional and
multilateral cooperation to combat trafficking.
The Committee requests the State party to provide
in its next report comprehensive information and
data on trafficking of women and girls and on the
impact of the various measures undertaken in that
regard.

Discriminatory




Customary Practices &
Gendered Violence

China

U.N. Doc.
CRC/C/IOPSA/CO/2 (2005)

CEDAW/C/CHN/CO/6
(2006)

Legislative
Developments

Sex-disaggregated Data

8. The Committee regrets the limited
statistical data on sexual exploitation and
cross-border trafficking included in the
State party’s report, both with regard to
mainland China and the Macau SAR . It is
further concerned that the data refer
almost exclusively to the number of
women and children rescued rather than
those abducted, and that data often refer to
different time periods, which hampers
accurate assessment and monitoring of the
situation regarding the sale of children,
child prostitution and child pornography.

9.The Committee recommends that the
State party strengthen its efforts to collect
disaggregated data on the victims of
trafficking, sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography,
including data on the number of boys and
girls affected, broken down by SAR, the
mainland, the provinces and regions
within the mainland, and, where
applicable, neighbouring countries.

Definition of Child &
Equality in Marriage

Education

Discrimination &
Gender Stereotypes

19. The Committee calls upon the State party to
put in place a comprehensive approach to
overcoming traditional stereotypes regarding the
role of women and men in society, in accordance
with articles 2 (f) and 5 (a) of the Convention.
Such an approach should include legal, policy and




awareness-raising measures, involve public
officials and civil society and target the entire
population, in particular men and boys. It should
include the use of different media, including
radio, television and print, and encompass both
specialized and general programmes. The
Committee calls upon the State party to evaluate
the gender sensitivity of the curriculum and
textbook reform it has undertaken since 2000 and
to further ensure that it explicitly addresses the
principle of equality between women and men.

Domestic &
Institutional Violence

46. The Committee urges the State party to give
priority to putting in place preventive measures to
address all forms of violence against women, in
accordance with its general recommendation 19.
It recommends that research be conducted on the
prevalence, causes and consequences of all forms
of violence against women, including domestic
violence, to serve as the basis for comprehensive
and targeted intervention and to include the
results in its next periodic report. It recommends
that the Government of the Macao Special
Administrative Region ensure that women and
girls who are victims of violence have access to
immediate means of redress and protection and
that perpetrators are prosecuted and punished.
Moreover, it encourages the State party to see to
the provision of shelters and counselling services
for victims of violence. The Committee
furthermore urges the Government of the Macao
Special Administrative Region to specifically
include sexual harassment in the workplace in its
legislation and to report on the implementation of
such provisions in its next periodic report.

Sexual Exploitation &
Trafficking / Sexual &
Reproductive Health

10. While noting that trafficking and sale
of children is criminalized in the mainland
through the 1997 Penal Code, the

18. The Committee recommends that the State
party increase its efforts to combat all forms of
trafficking in women and girls. It urges the State




Committee is concerned that the Penal
Code does not

include all purposes and forms of sale of
children included in article 3(1) of the
Protocol.

11. The Committee recommends that the
State party amend the 1997 Penal Code to
prohibit the trafficking and sale of
children for all purposes listed in art. 3(1)
of the Protocol, with special attention to
the sale and trafficking for purposes of
adoption.

14. The Committee is concerned at the
limited information provided about
services to assist child victims with regard
to reintegration and recovery in the
mainland. It is also concerned about the
absence of assistance programmes
specifically designed for child victims of
trafficking and sexual exploitation in
Macau SAR.

15. The Committee recommends that the
State party expand the services

provided to child victims of trafficking
and sexual exploitation in the mainland
and Macau SAR to assist their recovery
and reintegration and ensure that they are
specifically designed to address the needs
of such victims.

16. While the Committee notes the
measures taken in mainland China to
punish offences related to the sale of
children, child prostitution and child
pornography, the

Committee is concerned that insufficient

party to bring its domestic legislation into line
with international standards and to speedily
complete, adopt and implement the draft national
programme of action against human trafficking. It
requests the State party to enhance enforcement of
the law against trafficking to ensure that those
who traffic and sexually exploit women and girls
are prosecuted and punished, and to provide all
necessary assistance to the victims of trafficking.
The Committee also urges the State party to take
measures aimed at the rehabilitation and
reintegration of women in prostitution into
society, to enhance other livelihood opportunities
for women to leave prostitution, provide support
for them to do so and to prevent any detention of
women without due legal process. It calls upon
the State party to systematically compile detailed
data on cross-border and internal trafficking,
reflecting the age and ethnic background of the
victims. The Committee requests the State party
to provide in its next report comprehensive
information and data on the trafficking of women
and girls as well as on the impact of measures
taken and results achieved in this regard.




attention is paid to prevention of such
offences.

17. The Committee recommends that the
State party pay increased attention to the
prevention of the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography inter
alia through measures to address the
socio-economic causes, public awareness
campaigns, and education for parents and
children on preventing and reducing the
risks of trafficking and sexual
exploitation. The Committee also urges
the State party to further enhance its
efforts related to prevention in Macau
SAR and provide additional information
on these efforts in the next periodic report.

18. The Committee notes with
appreciation the increased regional
cooperation between the State party and
neighbouring countries, such as Vietnam.
However, it is concerned about reports of
increased cross-border trafficking of girls,
both from and to the State party,
apparently for the purposes of sexual
exploitation and prostitution.

19. The Committee recommends that in
the mainland, the State party:

a) conduct further research about the scale
and nature of cross-border trafficking for
the sale of children, child prostitution,
child pornography and sex tourism in
collaboration with international or
regional organizations and agencies and
neighbouring countries; and,

b) expand its international cooperation
through further multilateral, regional and




bilateral arrangements for the prevention,
detection, investigation, prosecution and
punishment of those responsible for acts
involving the sale of children, child
prostitution, child pornography and child
sex tourism.

Discriminatory
Customary Practices &
Gendered Violence

31. While noting that legal measures prohibiting
sex-selective abortions and female infanticide and
other measures are in place, such as the
nationwide campaign, “Operation Caring for
Girls”, launched in 2006 and a system of
incentives, the Committee remains concerned at
the persistence of illegal practices of sex-selective
abortion, female infanticide and the non-
registration and abandonment of female children,
and about forced abortions. The Committee is
concerned about the impact of the adverse sex
ratio, which may contribute to the increase in
trafficking in women and girls.

32. The Committee urges the State party to
strengthen its monitoring of the implementation
of existing laws against selective abortion and
female infanticide and to enforce them through
fair legal procedures that sanction officials acting
in excess of their authority. It also urges the State
party to investigate and prosecute the reports of
abuse and violence against ethnic minority
women by local family planning officials,
including forced sterilization and forced abortion.
The Committee recommends that the State party
introduce mandatory gender-sensitivity training
for family planning officials. It encourages the
State party to continue to strengthen efforts to
ensure that all girls are registered at birth, in
particular in rural areas. It further recommends
that the State party vigorously address the causes




of son-preference, which remain strong in rural
areas, and of the negative consequences of the
one-child policy as regards the adverse sex ratio
by expanding insurance systems and old-age
pensions to the population at large, in particular in
rural areas.

India
CRC/C/15/Add.228 (2004)

CEDAW/C/IND/CO/3
(2007)

Legislative
Developments

Sex-disaggregated Data

14. The Committee regrets that the report does not
provide sufficient statistical data, disaggregated
by sex, caste, minority status and ethnicity, on the
practical realization of equality between women
and men in all areas covered by the Convention
and does not provide information on the impact
of, and results achieved by, various legal and
policy measures described in the report.

15. The Committee requests the State party to set
benchmarks and to include adequate, appropriate
and comparative statistical data and analysis,
disaggregated by sex, caste, minority status and
ethnicity, in its next report so as to provide a full
picture of the implementation of all the
provisions of the Convention and trends over
time in the practical realization of equality
between women and men.

Definition of Child &
Equality in Marriage

34. The Committee urges the State party to widely
disseminate information about the Marriage and
Family Law and to address the cultural and
traditional factors that perpetuate discrimination
against women. The Committee urges the State
party to raise the minimum age of marriage for
women and men to 18 years, in line with article
16 of the Convention, the Committee’s general
recommendation 21 and the Convention on the
Rights of the Child.




55. The Committee recommends that the State
party amend the Special Marriage Act, in the light
of article 16 of the Convention and the
Committee’s general recommendation 21 on
equality in marriage and family relations, to give
women equal rights to property accumulated
during the marriage.

56. The Committee is concerned about the State
party’s assertion that the social acceptability of
early marriages has negated the implementation
of the Child Marriage Restraint Act. In addition, it
is concerned that this Act penalizes the offender
but does not render the marriage void, purportedly
to avoid illegitimacy of any offspring of such
union, which stands in contradiction to the
purpose of the Act and is a violation of the rights
of the married child.

57. The Committee urges the State party to take
proactive measures to effectively implement the
Child Marriage Restraint Act with a view to
eradicating child marriages. It recommends that
the State party take comprehensive, effective and
stringent measures aimed at deterrence of those
engaged in child marriages, the elimination of
such practices and the protection of the human
rights of the girl child.

Education

30. While appreciating the important advances
made with respect to women’s education, the
Committee is concerned that the fundamental
right to education guaranteed in 2002 by a
Constitutional amendment, has not been made
operational, despite the central Government’s
circulation of a model bill to states and union
territories for consideration.

31. The Committee calls upon the State party to




take the lead, as it has done with regard to other
educational schemes, including by considering
using its powers under article 253 of the
Constitution, to enable the passing of legislation
to operationalize the fundamental Constitutional
right to education. It calls upon the State party to
set a time frame for speedy enactment of such
legislation and to allocate required resources for
the same in its eleventh five-year plan, which is
currently being considered.

32. While appreciating the additional data
provided by the State party during its dialogue
with the Committee, which indicates
improvements in enrolment rates of women in
primary education, and while commending the
State party’s future plans of focusing efforts on
education of marginalized sections of the
population, the Committee is concerned about the
continuing disparities in the educational status of
scheduled caste, scheduled tribe and Muslim
women and the limited access of these groups of
women to higher education. It is also concerned
about the educational performance disparities
among regions and states, the continuing gap in
literacy rates between men and women and the
lack of information on the budgetary allocation to
adult literacy programmes.

34. While welcoming the State party’s efforts to
eliminate gender-based stereotypes through the
review and revision of textbooks at the national
level, the Committee is concerned that such
review and revision has not taken place at the
state level in most states. The Committee is also
concerned that teachers in schools are not
gender-sensitized, to the detriment of female
students.




Discrimination &
Gender Stereotypes

25. In light of article 2 of the Convention,
the Committee is deeply concerned at
the widely disparate levels of enjoyment
of the rights in the Convention by
girls...

29. The Committee welcomes the
National Plan of Action for the Girl Child
and the Platform for Action, but is deeply
concerned at the persistence of
discriminatory social attitudes and
harmful traditional practices towards
girls, including low school enrolment
and high dropout rates, early and
forced marriages, and religion-based
personal status laws that perpetuate
gender inequality in areas such as
marriage, divorce, custody and
guardianship of infants, and
inheritance.

30. The Committee urges the State party
to take all necessary measures for the
implementation of the National Plan of
Action for the Girl Child and encourages
the enforcement of protective laws. The
Committee also encourages the State
party to continue its efforts to carry out
comprehensive public education
campaigns to prevent and combat
gender discrimination, particularly
within the family. Political, religious
and community leaders should be
mobilized to support efforts to
eradicate harmful traditional practices
and attitudes which still discriminate
against girls.

31. While welcoming the special

35. The Committee calls upon the State party to
initiate and monitor the reform of textbooks at the
state level to eliminate all gender-based
stereotypes and to strengthen its efforts, at the
national, state and union territory levels, to
combat the widespread acceptance of
stereotypical roles of men and women. It
recommends that gender issues and sensitivity
training be made an integral and substantive
component of all teacher training.




temporary programmes and other
activities to improve the enjoyment of
rights by girls and vulnerable groups such
as children belonging to Scheduled Castes
and Tribes, the Committee expresses its
concern at the possibility that other
children in situations similar to that of
those groups are not receiving the same
benefits.

32. The Committee recommends that all
existing and future special temporary
programmes be provided with specified
goals and timetables, in order to evaluate
their success and justify their
continuation, expansion and
dissemination. The Committee further
recommends that the State party start to
develop special programmes for the
allocation of educational and other
benefits that are based on the child’s
needs and rights rather than on the basis
of sex, caste or tribe, or any other
characteristic that may result in
unjustifiable discrimination.

Domestic &
Institutional Violence

50. The Committee is concerned at the
high prevalence of violence, abuse,
including sexual abuse, and neglect of
children within the State party, and at the
lack of effective measures to combat this
problem. The Committee is further
concerned at outdated laws concerning
sexual abuse.

51. In light of article 19 of the Convention
and in line with its previous
recommendations (ibid., para. 45), the

9. The Committee reiterates the concerns and
recommendations in the concluding comments
adopted in 2000 and urges the State party to
proceed without delay with their implementation.
The Committee requests the State party to provide
information on the steps being taken to abolish or
reform the Armed Forces Special Powers Act and
to ensure that investigation and prosecution of
acts of violence against women by the military in
disturbed areas and during detention or arrest is
not impeded.




Committee recommends that the State
party:

(a) Adopt new legislative measures and
amend outdated legislation to prohibit
all forms of physical and mental
violence, including sexual abuse of
children in the family, in schools and in
institutions;

(b) Carry out public education campaigns
and any other appropriate measures
concerning the negative consequences of
ill-treatment of children;

(c) Establish effective procedures and
mechanisms to receive, monitor and
investigate complaints, including
intervention where necessary;

(d) Investigate and prosecute cases of ill-
treatment, ensuring that the abused child
is not victimized in legal proceedings and
that his/her privacy is protected,

(e) Provide facilities for the care, recovery
and reintegration of victims;

(f) Train parents, teachers, law
enforcement officials, care workers,
judges, health professionals and children
themselves in the identification, reporting
and management of cases of ill-treatment,
using a multidisciplinary and
multisectoral approach; and

(9) Seek assistance from, among others,
UNICEF and WHO.

21. The Committee calls upon the State party
to develop, in consultation with women’s groups,
a coordinated and comprehensive plan to combat
all forms of violence against women taking a life
cycle approach. It urges the State party to take
steps in partnership with states and union
territories to fully and consistently implement and
enforce the Domestic Violence Act and to ensure
that all women victims of domestic violence,
including scheduled caste, scheduled tribe,
backward class and minority women, are able to
benefit from the legislative framework and
support systems in place and that perpetrators are
effectively prosecuted under the Penal Code and
adequately punished. It recommends that public
officials, especially law enforcement officials, the
judiciary, health-care providers and social
workers, are fully sensitized to all forms of
violence against women, including domestic
violence. It requests that adequate statistics on all
forms of violence against women be collected in a
consistent manner. In particular, it requests the
State party to provide information, disaggregated
by caste, minority status and ethnicity, in its next
periodic report, on the number of cases of
domestic violence reported to the police and other
relevant authorities, the number of protection and
other orders granted under the Domestic Violence
Act and the number of convictions of perpetrators
of domestic violence under the Penal Code.

48. The Committee is concerned by the State
party’s assertion that it is making efforts to
eradicate child labour only in certain occupations
classified as “hazardous” by the Child Labour
Technical Advisory Committee. In particular, the
Committee is concerned that the employment of
children — the majority of whom are girls — as
domestic help in private homes where children are




exposed to all forms of abuse, including sexual
abuse, is not being targeted.

49.The Committee recommends the establishment
of mechanisms to monitor child labour and the
elimination of child labour in compliance with
international obligations. It calls upon the State
party to study the abuse of children, particularly
girl children, employed as domestic help, enforce
the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation)
Act, 1986, for their benefit, and devise strategies
for their rehabilitation, including their inclusion in
the formal educational system.

Sexual Exploitation &
Trafficking / Sexual &
Reproductive Health

74. The Committee welcomes the
ratification of the South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) Convention on Preventing and
Combating Trafficking in Women and
Children for Prostitution; the adoption of
a plan of action to combat trafficking and
commercial sexual exploitation of women
and children; the initiative to undertake a
study, inter alia, to collect data on the
number of children and women who
become victims of sexual exploitation and
trafficking; and the Pilot Projects to
Combat Trafficking of Children for
Commercial Sexual Exploitation in
Destination and Source Areas, but
remains concerned that the Immoral
Traffic Prevention Act, 1986 does not
define trafficking and limits its scope to
sexual exploitation. In addition, the
Committee expresses its concern at the
increasing number of child victims of
sexual exploitation, including prostitution
and pornography. Concern is also
expressed at the insufficient programmes




for the physical and psychological
recovery and social reintegration of child
victims of such abuse and exploitation.

75. In light of articles 34 and 35 and other
related articles of the Convention, the
Committee recommends that the State
party:

(a) Extend the scope of the Immoral
Traffic Prevention Act to all forms of
trafficking of children and ensure that all
trafficked children are always treated as
victims;

(b) Conduct a comprehensive study to
assess the causes, nature and extent of
trafficking and commercial sexual
exploitation of children;

(c) Provide sufficient human, financial
and technical resources for the
implementation of the National Plan of
Action;

(d) Adopt multidisciplinary and
multisectoral approaches and take
measures to prevent and combat sexual
exploitation and trafficking of children,
including an awareness-raising campaign
and educational programmes, particularly
for parents;

(e) Ensure that perpetrators are brought to
justice;

(F) Strengthen its policies to facilitate the
reunification of child victims of
trafficking with their families and provide
adequate care and reintegration
programmes for children who have been
sexually exploited and/or trafficked, in
accordance with the Declaration and
Agenda for Action and the Global
Commitment adopted at the 1996




and 2001 World Congresses against
Commercial Sexual Exploitation of
Children;

(9) Ratify the Protocol to Prevent,
Suppress and Punish Trafficking in
Persons, Especially Women and Children,
supplementing the United Nations
Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime; and

(h) Collaborate with non-governmental
organizations working on these issues and
seek technical assistance from, among
others, UNICEF.

Discriminatory
Customary Practices &
Gendered Violence

58. The Committee is deeply concerned at
the existence of harmful traditional
practices such as incidents relating to
dowries and to devadasis.

59. The Committee recommends that the
State party:

(a) Enforce the Dowry Prohibition Act,
1961 and the Karnataka Devadasis
(Prohibition of Dedication) Act, 1982 and
Rules, 1982;

(b) Take legislative and awareness-raising
measures to prohibit and eradicate all
kinds of traditional practices harmful to
the health, survival and development of
children, boys as well as girls; and

(c) Reinforce its sensitization
programmes, with the involvement of
community leaders, practitioners and the
general public, to change traditional
attitudes and discourage harmful
practices, in particular in rural areas.

60. The Committee is concerned at the
very high percentage of early and forced

26. In addition to previously expressed concerns
about customary practices, such as dowry, sati
and the devadasi system, the Committee is
concerned about the practice of witch-hunting
which constitutes an extreme form of violence
against women.

27. The Committee recommends that the State
party adopt appropriate measures to eliminate the
practice of witch-hunting, prosecute and punish
those involved, and provide for rehabilitation of,
and compensation to, victimized women. It
recommends that such measures be based on an
analysis of its causes, including control over land.
The Committee calls upon the State party to
create public awareness of forms of violence
against women rooted in custom as an
infringement of women’s human rights.

38. The Committee is concerned about the
continuing deterioration in the ratio of females to
males despite the Pre-conception and Prenatal
Diagnostic Technique (Prohibition of Sex
Selection) Act, as amended in 2003. The
Committee is further concerned that this Act may




marriages of girls, which can have a
negative impact on their health, education
and social development.

61. The Committee recommends that the
State party:

(a) Take all necessary steps to implement
the Child Marriage Restraint Act 1929;
(b) Strengthen educational and awareness
programmes, in cooperation with NGOs
and community leaders, with a view to
preventing early and forced marriage; and
(c) Strengthen sexual and reproductive
health education, mental health and
adolescent-sensitive counselling services
and make them accessible to adolescents.

result in criminalization of women who are
pressured into seeking sex-selective abortions.

39. The Committee calls upon the State party to
ensure that adequate mechanisms and procedures
for effective implementation and monitoring of
the Pre-conception and Prenatal Diagnostic
Technique (Prohibition of Sex Selection) Act be
established, including safeguards to prevent
criminalization of women who are pressurized
into seeking sex-selective abortions.

Indonesia

U.N. Doc.
CRC/C/15/Add.223 (2004)

CEDAWI/C/IDN/CO/5
(2007)

Legislative
Developments

Sex-disaggregated Data

Definition of Child &
Equality in Marriage

26. The Committee is concerned that:

@) Despite the Committee’s
previous recommendation, the legal age of
marriage of females (16) and males (19) is
still discriminatory;

(b) A very large proportion of
children, especially girls, are married by
the age of 15, and that they are thereby
legally considered to be adults, meaning
that the Convention no longer applies to
them.

217. The Committee recommends that
the State party review the age limits
affecting children set by different
legislation in order to ensure that they
conform to the principles and provisions

18. The Committee is concerned about the
discriminatory provisions in the

Marriage Act of 1974, which perpetuate
stereotypes by providing that men are the

heads of households and women are relegated to
domestic roles, allow polygamy and set a legal
minimum age of marriage of 16 for girls. The
Committee is also concerned about the lack of
progress in the law reform process with respect to
marriage and family law, which allows the
persistence of discriminatory provisions that deny
women equal rights with men. In particular, it
expresses concern that

amendments to the Marriage Act of 1974 have not
yet been completed, although the Committee
expressed concerns about the discriminatory
provisions in this Act in its previous concluding
comments.




of the Convention. The Committee also
specifically recommends that the State

party:

(@) Ensure that no
discrimination based on sex remains, and
that the age of marriage for girls is the
same age as that for boys;

(b) Take all other necessary
measures to prevent early marriage;

(©) Undertake awareness-
raising campaigns on the harm and danger
resulting from early marriage.

19. The Committee requests the State party to
take immediate steps to revise

the Marriage Act of 1974 in accordance with its
obligations under the Convention, the
Committee’s general recommendation 21, the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, and the
State party’s expressed intention to amend the law
without delay. It further urges the State party to
put in place an effective strategy with clear
priorities and timetables to eliminate
discrimination against women in the areas of
marriage and family relations.

Education

61. However, the Committee is very
concerned:

(@ That education is not free,
even at primary level, and that higher
education is not affordable for many
families;

(b) At the high dropout and
repeat rates;

(©) That married children
and pregnant teenagers do not
generally continue their education;

(d) At the high teacher-pupil
ratio and the low level of ability of
teachers;

(e) At the high incidence of
violence against children in the schools,

30. The Committee is concerned about limits and
obstacles to access for girls and young women to
education at all levels, especially at the secondary
and tertiary levels. It is also concerned about
obstacles in access to education for girls who live
in rural or remote areas. The Committee is further
concerned about the low representation of girls
and women in non-traditional academic and
professional fields, in particular science and
technology, and in decision-making positions in
the education sector, such as school principals.
The Committee is also concerned that there is
insufficient awareness among teachers and
children of the Convention, human rights,
women’s rights and children’s rights in general.

31. The Committee urges the State party to
ensure equal opportunities for girls and
women in education at all levels and to take
measures to ensure that women and girls in rural
and remote areas are equally able to receive a
quality education. The Committee encourages the




including bullying and fighting among
students, and that no specific law exists to
regulate school discipline and protect
children against violence and abuse in the
school.

63. The Committee recommends that
the State party:

€)] Strengthen measures to
achieve universal and free primary
education;

(b) Progressively ensure that
girls and boys, from urban, rural and
least developed areas, have equal access
to educational opportunities, without
any financial obstacles;

(c) Implement additional
measures to provide access to early
childhood education for every child,;

(d) Adopt effective measures
to decrease the dropout, repeat and
illiteracy
rates;

(e) Provide education
opportunities for married children and
pregnant teenagers;

( Pursue its efforts to ensure
that teachers are adequately trained;

(9) Take appropriate measures
to introduce human rights, including

State party to develop measures aimed at the
diversification of women’s academic and
professional choices, including in non-traditional
fields, and to closely monitor the career
development of women to the highest levels of
the educational system in order to ensure equal
access of women and men and prevent and
eliminate hidden or indirect discrimination faced
by women. It also requests the State party to
enhance the training of teaching staff in regard to
gender equality issues. It urges the State party to
disseminate information on the Convention in
programmes in the educational system, including
human rights education and gender training, and
to provide parenting education on these issues,
with a view to enhancing gender-sensitive
socialization and child-rearing processes.




children’s rights, into the school curricula;

(h) Take measures to reduce
violence in the schools;

0] Continue its cooperation
with UNESCO, UNICEF, the Asian
Development Bank and the civil society to
improve the education sector.

Discrimination &

30. The Committee notes with concern

17. The Committee encourages the State party to

Gender Stereotypes that societal discrimination persists design and implement comprehensive awareness-
against girls and against other vulnerable | raising programmes to foster a better
groups of children, in particular children understanding of and support for equality between
living in poverty, children born out of women and men at all levels of society, in
wedlock, children displaced by conflict accordance with articles 2 (f) and 5 (a) of the
and minority children. Convention. Such efforts should aim at changing

stereotypical attitudes and traditional norms about

31.  The Committee urges the State the
party to conduct an in-depth review of all | responsibilities and roles of women and men in
its legislation with a view to fully the family and society and at
guaranteeing the application of the strengthening societal support for gender equality.
principle of non-discrimination in The Committee further urges the State party to
domestic laws and compliance with article | remove family and spousal consent requirements
2 of the Convention, and to adopt a in the areas of women’s employment and health.
proactive and comprehensive strategy to
eliminate discrimination on any grounds
and against all vulnerable groups.

Domestic & 41. The Committee is concerned at the | 22. While welcoming the enactment of the Law

Institutional Violence

high number of child victims of violence,
abuse and neglect, including sexual abuse,
in schools, in public places, in detention
centres and in the family.

42. The Committee recommends that
the State party:

@ Expand current efforts to
address the problem of child abuse and

on Domestic Violence, which includes domestic
workers within its scope, the Committee is
concerned about the abuse and exploitation of
women employed as domestic workers in
Indonesia. The Committee expresses concern that
the Law on Domestic Violence has not been fully
implemented with respect to domestic workers
and that they lack information on the law and the
ability to access its legal protections. The
Committee is further concerned that domestic




neglect, including sexual abuse, and
ensure that there is a national system for
receiving, monitoring and investigating
complaints and for prosecuting cases
when necessary, in a manner which is
child sensitive and ensures the victims’
privacy;

(b) Ensure that all victims of
violence have access to counselling and
assistance with recovery and
reintegration, and that children who have
been removed from their homes because
of allegations of abuse are provided with
alternative protection and care and that
institutionalization is used only as a last
resort and for the shortest time possible;

() Ensure that perpetrators of
violence against children are duly
prosecuted.

workers are not included in the provisions of the
Manpower Act, which regulates work hours,
leave and minimum wages, and are therefore
additionally vulnerable to exploitation.

Sexual Exploitation &
Trafficking

83. The Committee recommends that
the State party:

(@) Develop and implement
legislation that adequately protects child
victims of sexual exploitation, including
trafficking, pornography and prostitution,
that includes a significant increase in the
minimum age of sexual consent;

(b) Train law enforcement
officials, social workers and prosecutors
on how to receive, monitor and
investigate complaints and prosecute
perpetrators in a child-sensitive manner
that respects the privacy of the victim;

24. While the Committee notes with appreciation
the enactment of the Law on

Anti-Trafficking in 2007 and the development of
a National Plan of Action on the Elimination of
Trafficking in Women, the Committee is
concerned about the persistence of trafficking of
Indonesian women and girls, both domestic and
cross- border trafficking. The Committee is also
concerned about the low rates of prosecution and
conviction of traffickers and those who exploit the
prostitution of women.

25. The Committee calls upon the State party to
ensure that legislation on trafficking is fully
enforced and that the national action plan and
other measures to combat human trafficking are
fully implemented. It urges the State party to




(c) Prioritize recovery
assistance and ensure that education and
training as well as psychosocial assistance
and counselling are provided to victims,
and ensure that victims who cannot return
to their families are provided with
adequate alternative solutions and are
institutionalized only as a last resort;

(d) Ensure that the National
Plan of Action for the Elimination of
Commercial Sexual Exploitation of
Children is allocated appropriate
resources for its implementation and is
effectively carried out at the provincial
and district levels.

87. The Committee welcomes the
endorsement by the State party of relevant
international and regional agreements
such as the Regional Commitment and
Action Plan of the East Asia and Pacific
Region against Commercial Sexual
Exploitation of Children of 2001 and the
Yokohama Global Commitment of

2001. The Committee further welcomes
the launching of the National Plans of
Action for the Elimination of Commercial
Sexual Exploitation of Children and on
the Elimination of Trafficking in Women
and Children in 2002.

88.  The Committee is nonetheless
concerned at the lack of awareness in the
State party on this phenomenon, at the
insufficient legal protection for victims of
trafficking, and that few measures have
been taken to prevent and protect children

intensify its efforts to combat the trafficking and
sexual exploitation of women and girls by
addressing the root causes, in particular women’s
economic insecurity. It recommends that the State
party enhance measures aimed at improving the
social and economic situation of women and at
providing them with alternative means of
obtaining a livelihood, so as to eliminate their
vulnerability to traffickers, and to put in place
services for the rehabilitation

and reintegration of victims of trafficking. The
Committee also encourages the State party to
intensify international, regional and bilateral
cooperation with countries of transit and
destination for trafficked women and girls to
further curb this phenomenon. It requests the
State party to provide in its next report detailed
information, including statistical data, on trends in
trafficking and on court cases, prosecutions and
victims assisted, as well as the results achieved in
prevention.




from sale, trafficking and abduction.

89. The Committee recommends that
the State party:

@) Upgrade its system of data
collection to cover all forms of sale,
trafficking and abduction of children, and
ensure that all data and indicators are used
for the formulation, monitoring and
evaluation of policies, programmes and
projects;

(b) Establish an appropriate
definition of trafficking, increase legal
protection for child victims, take effective
measures to strengthen law enforcement,
and intensify efforts to raise awareness in
communities about the sale, trafficking
and abduction of children;

(©) Seek to establish bilateral
and multilateral agreements with
neighbouring countries to prevent the sale,
trafficking and abduction of children, and
facilitate their protection and safe return
to their families;

59. The Committee recommends that
the State party:

@) Develop comprehensive
policies and plans on adolescent health,
taking into account the Committee’s
general comment No. 4 (2003) on
adolescent health and development;

(b) Strengthen the

37. The Committee urges the State party to
continue its efforts to ensure that women have
equal access to appropriate and adequate health
services, including in rural areas, that obstetric
and maternal health needs are adequately
addressed and that maternal mortality rates are




implementation of the recommendations
of the Commission on Reproductive
Health;

(c) Promote collaboration
between State agencies and NGOs in
order to establish a system of formal and
informal education on HIV/AIDS and
STls and on sex education;

(d) Take into account the
Committee’s general comment No. 3
(2003) on HIV/AIDS and the rights of the
child and the updated International
Guidelines on HIV/AIDS and Human
Rights in order to promote and protect the
rights of children infected with and
affected by HIV/AIDS;

(e) Ensure access to
reproductive health counselling and
information and services for all
adolescents;

reduced. It invites the State party to make full use
of the Committee’s general recommendation 24
on women and health. The Committee also
recommends that measures be taken to guarantee
effective access of women and girls to
information and services regarding sexual and
reproductive health and contraception in order to
reduce the rate of unsafe abortions and teenage
pregnancy. The Committee also urges the State
party to take legislative and practical steps to
ensure that births can easily be registered and
birth certificates obtained free of charge. It also
recommends that the State party, implement
public awareness-raising campaigns and take
concrete measures to ensure that poor and rural
women are aware of the requirements relating to
birth registrations and certificates and are able to
fully access the birth certificate and registration
services provided by the Government. The
Committee requests that the State party provide
information on the impact of measures taken by
the Government in these areas in its next report.

Discriminatory
Customary Practices &
Gendered Violence

20. The Committee is concerned about the
incidence of the practice of female genital
mutilation in Indonesia, which constitutes a form
of violence against women and girls and is in
violation of the Convention. It is further
concerned about the reported phenomenon of the
medicalization of the practice of female genital
mutilation. The Committee is also concerned that
there is no law prohibiting or penalizing the
practice of female genital mutilation in Indonesia.

21. The Committee urges the State party to
speedily enact legislation prohibiting female
genital mutilation and to ensure that offenders are
prosecuted and adequately punished. It also
recommends that the State party develop a plan of




action and undertake efforts to eliminate the
practice of female genital mutilation, including
implementing public awareness-raising
campaigns to change the cultural perceptions
connected with female genital mutilation, and
provide education regarding the practice as a
violation of the human rights of women and girls
that has no basis in religion.

Japan

U.N. Doc.
CRC/C/15/Add.231 (2004)

U.N. Doc. A/58/38,
paras.337-378 (2003)

Legislative
Developments

342. Efforts were also under way to enhance the
balancing of work and family. The Child Care and
Family Care Leave Law had been revised in 2001
to prohibit disadvantageous treatment of
employees taking childcare leave and other
aspects. Policies had been adopted to support
implementation of the law, including five days of
leave for men upon the birth of a child, and the
creation of an additional 150,000 places for
children in day care within three years. A study
conducted in 2001 indicated that two thirds of
women left the workforce following childbirth
due to a general atmosphere unfavourable to
childcare leave, absence of childcare facilities,
inflexible working management and perception of
child-rearing as a woman's responsibility. In order
to address the burden of balancing work and
family, and the rapidly grow